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What is claimed is: 

1. A photographic laboratory digital image sequencing 
5 apparatus for generating a sequence of digital images 

of a customer order before passing the digital images 
to a printer for printing, comprising: 

an image input, through which the digital images 
are received, 

10 an image output which outputs the digital images, 

said image output outputting the stored digital images 
of the customer order according to an output sequence, 

an image memory for storing the digital images of 
the customer order is provided, 

15 a determining unit is arranged which determines 

positions of the stored digital images in the output 
sequence by referring to reference data, 

2. The sequencing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
20 reference data are based on or correspond to a format 

of the image to be printed, a number of prints to be 
made of each digital image of the customer order, 
stored customer profiles, and/or external data input 
in the apparatus additionally to the received digital 
25 images. 

3. The sequencing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
determining unit defines positions such that, in the 
case the customer order has n digital images and k 

30 prints are to be made of each image, each digital 

image of the set gets a position i, where 1 < i < n, 
and, in case k = 2, one further position j = i + n. 
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and, in case k=3, another further position j = i + 2*n 
in the output sequence. 



4. The sequencing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
5 determining unit defines positions such that digital 

images assigned to the same printing format are 
positioned next to each other in the output sequence. 

5. A method for sequencing photographic digital 
10 images in a photographic laboratory for generating a 

sequence of digital images of a customer order before 

passing the digital images to a printer for printing, 

comprising the steps of: 

receiving digital images, 
15 storing the digital images of a customer order in 

an image memory, 

determining positions of digital images of the 

stored digital images in an output sequence by 

referring to reference data, 
20 outputting the digital images of the customer 

order from the memory according to the output 

sequence . 

6. The method of claim 5 comprising the step of 
25 determining the printing sequence data based on or 

corresponding to at least one of information on format 
of the images to be printed, information of number of 
prints for each image, or external data input in the 
apparatus additionally to the received images. 
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7. A processing system for processing photographs in 
a photographic laboratory comprising 

at least one of the groups consisting of a scanner 
which produces digital images by scanning photographic 
films of a customer order and a digital image data 
interface which receives digital image data of a 
customer order via a data transmission line or data 
storage medium; 

the sequencing apparatus of claim 1, which 
receives the digital images of the customer order in 
the image input; 

a printer which receives and prints the digital 
images of the customer order output by the image 
output of the sequencing apparatus of claim 1 in 
accordance with the output sequence. 

8. Processing system of claim 7, further comprising a 
finishing device having features for performing at 
least one of cutting or sorting, wherein the reference 
data for the determining unit refer to information on 
the features of the finishing device. 



